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Andrew Adams 

Andrew Adams, CFA, CMT joined Raymond James in 2008 and serves as the Senior Research Associate for 
Chief Investment Strategist Jeff Saut and Chief Economist Scott J. Brown, Ph.D. He focuses on macro 
investment strategy, with an emphasis on technical and quantitative analysis of the global markets. Mr. 
Adams holds the Chartered Financial Analyst and Chartered Market Technician charters. He graduated with 
honors from the University of Florida. 

 
 

Brett Hickey 

Brett Hickey is the Founder & CEO of Star Mountain Capital, a specialized investment firm bringing large 
market capabilities and resources to established small and medium-sized private businesses. Star Mountain’s 
distinctive investment platform provides superior information, relationships and resources to the lower 
middle-market through three complementary verticals: (i) Direct Investments in Businesses, (ii) Strategic 
Primary Fund Investments (including to SBIC funds), and (iii) Secondary Fund Investments. Star Mountain 
provides its portfolio companies (generally cash flow positive businesses with $10 million to $150 million of 
annual revenues) with strategic capital, human resources and relationships to grow and achieve their 
business objectives. 

 
Star Mountain’s unique “Collaborative Ecosystem” includes custom-built technology, an educational and 
networking events platform, experienced team members who have run multi-billion-dollar investment 
platforms and over 25 advisors who are former senior executives from firms such as Morgan Stanley and 
Goldman Sachs. Star Mountain represents one of the largest small and medium-sized business investment 
platforms in the U.S. with a portfolio of over 200 companies and local investment partners in over 20 cities. 
 
Prior to being a principal investor, he was an Investment Banker at Salomon Smith Barney / Citigroup where 
he covered asset managers and financial institutions. In that role, Mr. Hickey analyzed and underwrote 
leading fund managers and financial institutions across multiple asset classes, ultimately working on over 
$20 billion in completed strategic acquisitions and capital raises.  
 
Mr. Hickey is as an active member of thought leadership organizations relating to (i) Small & Medium-Sized 
Businesses, (ii) Private Investments and (iii) Economic Development / Job Creation. Memberships include: 
Board of Governors for the Small Business Investor Alliance (SBIA); Member and former Chairman of 
Networks for the NYC Young Presidents’ Organization (YPO); Board of Harvard University Entrepreneurs 
Alumni Association of NY; Advisor to Institutional Investor (II); Advisor to Buyouts Insider; and Board of 
McGill University Alumni Association of NY (past recipient of the President of the Year).  
 
Mr. Hickey received a Bachelor of Commerce with Distinction from McGill University (Finance Major and 
Accounting Concentration) and graduated from Harvard Business School’s Owner/President Management 
Program (three-year executive program for business owners). He is a frequent guest lecturer on industry 
panels and at academic institutions. Mr. Hickey is also a former Canadian national gold medalist and North 
American medalist in speed skating.  
 
Core to Star Mountain Capital’s corporate culture and as an active philanthropist, Mr. Hickey also founded 
the Star Mountain Charitable Foundation. The foundation focuses primarily on economic development and 
health / wellness (including cancer research inspired by Mr. Hickey’s mother passing from cancer when he 
was a child). Mr. Hickey has received multiple recognitions for his philanthropic efforts including the 
Pathfinders to Peace Award from Shinnyo-En Foundation (promoting volunteerism and peace), A Guiding 
Star from AYUDA (helping students with financial needs) and the Philanthropic Achievement Award from A 
Caring Hand (benefiting bereaved children). He resides in NYC with his wife and son. 
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Ken Florian 

Ken Florian is the President of Corgenius. He combines the best of neuroscience and thanatology with a good 
dose of humor in training professionals to build strong relationships with clients through all the losses and 
transitions of life.  
 
Ken brings decades of corporate leadership, a gift for words, and effective adult pedagogy, to deliver engaging 
and informative presentations to offices and events around the country. His distinct contribution to the work of 
Corgenius is his ability to blend his experience as a leader in the business world with knowledge and passion in 
the field of grief and transition to teach his engaging and informative presentations.  
 
Ken is contributing author of two books. “No Longer Awkward: Communicating with Clients through the 
Toughest Times of Life” won a C-Suite Book Award, and “A Friend Indeed: Help Someone You Love When 
They Grieve” won a 2017 International Book Award.  
 
Ken holds a Master’s Degree in Bioethics from Weston Jesuit (Boston College) and is currently a candidate for 
the Master of Science in Thanatology (the study of death, loss, grief, aging, and transition). 
 


